Prenatally diagnosed human caudal appendage: a case report.
The caudal appendage, or human tail, is a rare congenital anomaly that arises from the lumbosacrococcygeal region. A pregnant woman was referred after ultrasound revealed a possible neural tube defect. A sonogram in our unit revealed a posterior, echogenic protrusion superior to the fetal buttocks. Examination of the infant revealed a fetal caudal appendage at the level of S-4. Ultrasound imaging of the neonatal spine demonstrated a tethered spinal cord extending to the level of S-4 and exiting toward the caudal appendage. A fetal caudal appendage should be included in the differential diagnosis of an echogenic protrusion near the lumbosacral spine on ultrasound. The finding of a caudal appendage in a neonate mandates a careful search for an underlying spinal cord defect.